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In the history of every nation there are certain dates that 
singularly stand out as milestones in the temptestuous struggle 
for freedom, true sovereignty, unity, and the attainment of all 
(he sacred goals for which the vast majority of the nation aspire 
(0. 24th June and July ist 1960 are dates that will be indelibly 
marked in the minds of countless generations of our people to 
come, who will fondly remember them, and enthusiastically wel- 
come their celebrations. 


On 26 June 1960, Northern Somalia, a former British pro- 
tectorate became the first, amongst the five disnembered Soma- 
li territories, to see the dawn of independence. On July 156 
1960, Southern Somalia ‚ап Italian Trusteeship since 1950 fol- 
lowed suit to become the 2nd Somali territory to liberate itself 
from the yoke of colonialism. The twins on that same day de- 
cided to join and form the Somali Republic, thereby constituting 
the nucleus of the noble goal of Somali unity to be further fou- 
ght for. 


In nutshell those two dates symbolise the materialisation 
of the undaunted and heroic struggles waged by our people un- 
der the lofty banners of Ahmed Gurey, Sayid Mohamed Abdulla 
Hassan, and the SYL. The tree of independence was watered 
by the blood of countless and valiant heroes, who sacrificed the 
most worthly thing-life - towards their people’s future happiness. 


To crown our long independent struggle which the two da- 
tes stand for on 1st July 1976 the Somali Revolutionary Socia- 
list Partv, a Vagnuard party of the new type was established in 
order to deepen and enrich the revolutionary socio-economic | 
transformations taking place within a socialist framework. 


The SRSP is the inheritor and continuator of all the splen- 
did struggles embarked upon by the Somali people for freedom, 
a better humane life, unification and a consistent struggle aga- 
inst imperialism, colonialism, zionism and Apartheid. — 


In the span of two years the SRSP has done a tremendous 
šob, that is by creating the Social organisations, such as the Fe- 
deration of STU (1st May 1977); Somali Women's Democratic 
Organization (8th March 1977); Somali Revolutionary Youth 
Organisation (15th May 1977): The Organisation of Somali Co- 
operatives Movement (6th January 1978), and last but not least — 
ihe Revolutionary October Young Flowers Organisations ( 18th 
June). These social organisations are built on the basis of 
meeting the vital necessity of mobilising the Somali: Working 
Class, and all the other progressive stratas in our society. The 
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motto, the working class organised is everything, the working 
class dispersed is an ineffective force, has to be stricly adhered? 
r0 и one has to facilitate passing power over to the workins 
people. Besides the party created its branches in all the regions 
and districts, and at the sometime inaugurated the establish- 
ment of its basic units and cells. Today the Party and the se 
cial organisations are all in existence in the breath and length 
of the country, and are all discharging the gigantic tasks in ac- 
cordance with their respective programmes. 


All along, the party's main objective was to implement the 
main terms of its programme and constitution. An integral 
aspect of this is for the Party to frame up an over all plan for 
socio-economic advancement of the Somali society. To attain 
ihis, and to maximise the utilisation of both the natural and hu- 
inan resources, and over and above this to close the gaps result- 
ing from former development plans, the Party and the Соу" 
machinary have spelt out a new development interim economic 
plan for 1979 - 1981. Correspondingly the former decided poli- 
cy of attaining self-sufficiency in foodstuffs has been a new and 
vigorous momentum. The Ministry of agriculture, and other al- 
lied Ministries and agencies whose tasks directly impinge on the 
economic field have been encouraged to lay down the necessa- 
ry conditions for the programme of self-sufficiency to be a reali- 
sable objective by the year 1980. There is no doubt that a criti 
cal evaluation of the plans so far laid down and a serious com- 
mittment to eliminate the drawbacks intrinsic in them will in 
ihe end make possible a more efficient management of our eco- 
nomy and the raising of our productive capacity. A less tophea- 
vy administrative system, one which is flexible, free of bureau- 
cratic red tape and attuned to the spirit of the nation's welfare 
constitutes a fundamental and necessary organ through which 
our long term strategy could be accomplished. It is and ought to 
be a primary duty of the SRSP to create the vital administrative 
and managerial system to make its political decisions to be spee 
Зу carried out. 


36th June and July ist are the spirit beating in the hearts 
of the Somali people wherever they are. The present conflict 
‘a the horn and the foreign intervention on the side of Abyssi- 
nian colonialism is today subverting the age old cherished goa 
is of the Somali people. The Somali people in the Somali West 
and Abo people are still fighting, to enjoy their right to self. 
\etermination, which is an inalienable right of ай oppressed peo- 
ple. The old Abyssinian colonialism, a mis-spent political fon 
^e, outliving its usefulness is trying to breathe into itself a new 
lease of life, by colluding with the Russo-Cuban strategic inte- 
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rests in the Horn of Africa. This unholy collusion is charged 
with the supreme task of denying the people of the Somali West. 
Аро and Eritrea their full right to independent existence? In 
addition it is meant to achieve the present Russian super-power 
ambitions of world hegemony and expansion. 


The Somali Democratic Republic in line with the principles 
enrishned in its own Charters, and the genuine applications of 
the UNO, OAU, and Arab League edicts on peoples right to self- 
determination supports the people of the Somali West, Abo and 
Eritrea in their efforts to break away, and actively decide their 
own future. A lasting solution to the conflict in the Horn boils 
down to the undiluted acceptance of the principle of self-deter- 
mination to the peoples languishing under Abyssinian colonia- 
lism. 


With regard to our people the spirit of 26th June, and tst 
July will continue to inspire us in our renewed efforts to create 
the basis for an all-roundedly better life for our people. Des- 
pite the multiple and weighly problems, set against us by inter- 
nal and external reaction, and inspite of the regressive nature 
of the many unavoidable tests of life, the courageous Somali pe- 
ople will remain cool and sober, and will wage an unremitting 
struggle against all their enemies—old and new. and will final- 
ly, no doubt be the victors. 


In the fight for the future, let us always look back to our 
glorious past, a past without which present day sovereign Se- 
malia would not have been born. 
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Political, Economic and Social Affairs 








Whover has been to the He- 
adquarter of the flowers Оо 
the October Revolution 
«FOR», in Mogadishu, betwe- 
en the period of 15-17 June 
has. undoubtly left the centre 
with amasing bewilderment 
about the proceeding without 
their comprehension. In this 
above mentioned headquarter 
a trail gathering was in prog- 
ress between different mem- 
bers of the aforesaid children 
organization. 


In fact, this gathering was 
the first of its type to be ever 
held in Somalia. The nature 
of the gathering delegates 
who participated in its delibe- 
rations and prevailing atmos- 
phere were all an admirable 
affairs of extraordinary cha- 
racter. However, we will re- 
fer to the point later, but to 
Start with let us explain the 
objectives of -the gathering, 
the delegation who attended 
its proceedings and the issues 
raised in it... 


Historical Background: 


18 June of this year, was 
the 7th Anniversary of the flo- 
wer of October Revolution. Sin- 
ce’ then, 18th June has been 
observed throughout the SDR. 


18th June 1971, was the first 
day in which the Somali chil- 
dren day was recognised. The- 
se children were given the na- 
me Flowers. This name was 
given to them by Secretary 
General of the SRSP,  Presi- 
dent of the SDR, Jaalle Siad 
At the opening ceremony of 
the first camp for the training 
of the young generation of So- 
mali youth. This was  El-Ja- 
alle Camp, which was meant 
for the utilisation of the So- 
mali students during ' their 
school vacation... 


The President on the inau- 
guration of that camp called 
the children the flowers of the 
land. This was the initial 
starting point for the organi- 
zation of the Sons and Daugh- 
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ters of the Mother land of e- 
lementary school level. They 
were called «The flowers of 
the October Revolution. The 
mobilisation and the educa. 
tion of the flowers of the Oc- 
tober Revolution was tackled 
with the diligent responsibility 
of the Ministry of Education. 
Likewise, a lion share in this 
endeavour was underta. 
ken by the political office of 
the presidency of SRC. . 


Among the major objectives 
for which the flowers of the 
revolution were established 
are: 


a) То start at the oppor- 
tune time, of the children for 
the building of a society based 
on sound and healthy perso- 
nality. | | 


b) To imbed in the minds 
oi the children the ove of 
their land, its sovereignty cul- 
ture and development. | 


c) To raise them in a re- 
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volutionary spirit as well as 
culture and socialist persona. 
lity. 


d) In order to make an 
early detection for their hob- 
bies and talents for the reco- 
enition of what is convenient 
for each cell for their encou- 
ragement and for their acco- 
untability. 


e) In order to teach them 
good manners, socialization. 
self-respect and decent compe- 
tition. 


f) To train them for sho 
uldering responsibilty, sociatal 
leadership and the inculcula- 
tion of self-confidence in them 


For the achievement of the 
objectives mentioned above 
diverse centres were establi- 
shed for the training of the 
children of the flowers of the 
Revolution. The largest one 
being that of Kamaludin loca- 
ted in Mogadishu. This cen- 
tre is also their Headquarter. 
In thése centres children are 
tought several different acti- 
vities based on their different 
hobbies. Among the activities 
performed are: 


1. Different sporting acti 
vities. 


2. Painting, arts and crafts 
ect. 


3. Composition of plays 
and their performance. 


4. Playing with musical in- 
struments. 


5. Learning folkore dances. 


6. Acquiring skills of argu. 
mentations and debates. 


7. Writing of 
articles, stories etc. 


newspaper 


8. Learning technical craf- 
ts. 


JUNE, 1978 


—  —  —— À —  — a 





9. Increasing their political 
maturity through the medi- 
um of a language they under- 
stand. 


A tangible achievements ha- 
ve been made in the  realisa- 
tion of the objective for which 
the flowers of the Revolution 
were established, апа the im- 
plementation. 


Of their Planned (Prog- 
ramme.) It was af 
ter the birth of SRSP and the 
foundation of the Somali Re- 
volutionary Youth Union 
«SRYU» that the flowers of the 
Octobar Revolution have ma- 
de a tremendous progress in 
being a wel] established orga- 
nization coming hierarchically 
under the SRYU. Precisely it 
comes under the supervision 
of one of its department for 
which a special secretary for 
the children organization was 
named. 

After their long continuous 
education and mobilisation as 
was mentioned earlier, «FOR» 
has reached a new stage of 
quality which means that the 
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Somali children have reached 
a leve] in which they are ma. 
ture for any work expected 
from an established political 
orgaisation. The children of 
«FOR» inorder to test this 
matter and to demonstrate to 
other have organized a semi- 
nar of high quality and expe- 
rimental nature to show how 
they are ready to embark on 
bigger gatherings that would 
be organized by themselves 
alone. 


This experimental gathering 
was held at the Headquarter 
ef «FOR», in the period bet- 
ween 15 — 17 June. The gath- 
ering was attended by delega- 
tes from the 14th districts of 
the Benadir Region, Head Qu- 
arter of «FOR», students of 
elementry, intermediate schoo- 
Is, centres of the Ке. 
volutionary youth, and that of 
the orphans of the armed for- 
ces. The total number of the 
delegates was (343) Children. 
The Secretary General of the 
SRSP, President of the SDR 
Jaalle Siad, was guest of ho- 
nour of the gathering where 
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he delivered a historical spe. 
ech. Other high ranking offici- 
als were also guests of honour 
such as, Vice-President of the 
SDR Jaalle Major General Hus- 
sien Kulmie Afrah, Members 
of the CC of the SRSP. 


This Congress had the char. 
acter of a Seminar. The mat- 
iers discussed were divided in. 
to reports, and reciprocal de- 
bates of the various children 
organisations who attended 
the gathering. The delibera. 
tions of the said gathering we. 
re divided into three points: 


1, The value of sovereignty. 


2. Mobilisation and the rea- 
ring of children. 


3. And the care of the you. 
ng generalion. 


Grown up Chiidren: The 
guests who participated in 
the gathering have been weil 
impressed and became proud 
ofthe growing young genera- 
tion. Jaalle Mahamed 
Ali, who was one of the guests 
attending the gathering has 
delivered a short speech at 
eiosing of its deliberations. 


It was a new phenomena іп 
the history of our nation mov- 
ig one's sentiments when he 
sees a big conference that has 
been going for seyerai days 
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which have been attended by 
hundreds of people among 
them the highest ranking lea- 
ders of the country, the confe- 
rence was organized and finish- 
ed to its conclusion by childr- 
en the eldest ones are 15 yea. 
rs old. It was surprising how 
small children became matu- 
re for organizing arguments 
and debates, thinking that 
they are big politicians sitting 
in parliament. Likewise, it was 
astonishing that the responsi- 
bility and the prudence mani- 
fested by each child starting 
from the three children who 
were directing the conference 
chairmanship and the five of 
age (10) who were at the he- 
im of the secretariat, up to the 
the delegates who were sitting 
in the hall without the least 
noise. However, the only noise 
heard was slogans, and group 
songs in which pauses were 
made in supporting of each 
speaker whenever he/she refer 
to historical occasion. 


The children of flowers of 
October Revolution, unli- 
ke their tender age, have pa- 
rticipated on several occasions 
in many important conferen- 
ce held within the SDR and 
abroad. 


Starting from the conferen- 
ce of the heads of states of Ea. 
st and Central Africa, thai 
was held in Mogadishu in 1971 
up to this day there is no eon- 
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ference that was held in which 
«FOR» did not participate es- 
pecially in terms of its enter- 
tainment and admonishment 
Further more, they have 
partcipated in several confere- 
nces attended by the children 
of the world. Thus, itis not 
surprising for them to organi- 
ze conference and to participa- 
te in its debates. It would be 
an exaggeration апа distor- 
tion if we make the preten- 

sion that Flowers of October 
Revolution has achieved 
its planned target, in terms of 
its establishment and the weii 
rearing of its components. Ho- 
wever, commentable results 
have been made, but with lit- 


tle achievements about the 


planned goals for which the 
organization was founded. 


In conclusion the experime- 
nt of 15-17 June has become a 
successful one as well as being 
cognizant that «FOR» has rea. 
ched a stage of self-managem- 
ent, similar to an established 
social organization. This con- 
ference of the children is a pra- 
ctical lesson in the sense that 
they have gained an immedia- 
te experience as it was plann- 
ed. 


. We congratulate the Flowers 
of the October Revolution on 
the Tth Anniversary of its fou- 
ndation wishing them immet- 
iate success and a promising 
future. 
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visits China 





A Party delegation led by 
the Chairman of the Bur- 


eau for Social Affairs Jaal- 


le Ahmed Maxamed Farah 


returned home on June 


16th after a thirty six 
day friendly visit to China 
at the invitation of the Co- 
mmunist Party of the Peo- 


ples Republic of China. 


Оп arri val at Peking, the 


delegation was accorded á` 
warn reception by members 


of the Chinese Communist 
Party. 


During their visit, the 
delegation toured seven Chi- 
nese Provinces visiting In- 
dustries, Cooperatives, Hy- 
droelectric power stations, 
Universities, Party Schools. 
Museums and Historic pla- 
ces like the Great Wall oi 
China which is among the 
Seven Wonders of the Wor- 
ld. Chinese Party Official 
as well as the public gave a 
warm welcome to the So- 
mali delegation briefing 


ey 


them about the struggle 


the Chniese people towards 
the development of their 


country. Furthermore, ideas 
were exchanged often by the 


Somali delegation апа mem- 


bers of the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party. 


————— ———— —— 2 . 


The Somali Revolutiona- 


ry Socialist Party and the 
Chinese Communist Party 
have a deep-rooted friend- 
ship based on historic ties of 


over a millennium which. 


existed between. the Somali 
and Chinese people. 
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seminar Closed for Rural Community Leader 
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The second year elapsed 
since the foundation of the 
SRSP during which new ex- 
perience and insights were 
gained. Such experiences 
facilitated for the re-organi- 
zation and initiation of bet- 
ter approach of the tasks 
as to realise the most re- 
warding means and metho- 


ds. 

The responsibility of run- 
ning the party obligatio- 
ns falls directly on the sho- 
ulders of the Party func- 
tioners as well as those of 
the other social organisatio- 
ns to intensify the relation 
of the Party and the masses. 
This made inevitable for the 
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training of these functione- 
ries in all tasks required for 
the running of the Party. 


The functionaries of the 
Party and other social orga- 
nisations had already acqui. 
red necessary political 
knowledge. Hence some of 
them are now chosen to 
learn vocational training in 
fields such as office proce- 
dure, statistics and  type- 
writing. 


Accordingly on 9th of Ju- 
ne, 60 functioners of the 
Party and other social orga. 
nisations were admitted in 
SIDAM to acquire the afore- 
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mentioned knowledge. On 
the opening occasion of this 
month course, the Chair- 
man of the Bureau for Cen. 
tral Committee Affairs, Ja- 
alle Ibrahim Maygag  Sa- 
matar delivered a speech. 
In his speech, Jaalle May- 
gag reflected the accompli- 
shed tasks of the SRSP du- 
ring the two years  follo- 
wing its foundation. He 
also pointed out the requi- 
red obligation of the func- 
tioneries of the SRSP and 
other social organisations 
and how this vocational trai- 
ning will help them to car- 
ry out their responsibility 
successfully. 
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Women's Committees Undergo Training 


Between the 5th and 19th 
June 1978, the Regional and 
District Committees of the 
somali Democratic Women 
Organisation parti- 
cularly those responsible 
for the education, child and 
mother care, administra- 


tion and economy, had un- 


dergone a short training 
course at the domestic edu. 
cation centre in Mogadisho. 


The main purpose of the 
training course was to of- 
fer an opportunity to the 
leading Committees of the 
women organisation to ex- 
change their experiences 
with the aim of tackling 
the problems that confront 


their daily tasks and duties. 


Moreover, there have 
been other lessons deliver- 
ed to the participants on 
the current affairs in the 
area and the role they are 
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supposed to play. 

Of special significance 
was the opening address 
delivered to the participant 
members by Brig. General 
Jaalle Ismali Ali Abokor, 
the Assistant Secretary Ge- 
neral of the SRS Р 
and the Vice -- President of 
the Somali Democratic Re. 
public. In his address, Jaal- 
le Ismai] reminded the de. 
legates of the magnificent 
role played by the Somali 
women in the National Li. 
beration struggle, their un- 
forgetable part in the edifi. 
cation of the revolution and 
also their present engage- 
ment in the national recon. 
struction. He has pointed 
out that these remarkable 
contributions by the Somali 
women were what has led 
the revolutionary govern- 
ment to pass such decrees 
85 the family laws that 
underline the emancipation 
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of the Somali women and 
their ascendence to an equ- 
а] status with their male 
partners. 


In addition to the execu- 
tive members of the Somali 
Democratic Women’s Orga- 
nisation, there were other 
institutions that took part 
in this training seminar in- 
cluding the Ministry of Ed- 
ucation, Ministry of Health, 
and members of the—Bena- 
dir Regional Party Branch. 
Needless to mention that 
the SDWO is one of the or. 
ganisations fully dedicated 
to the social progress of the 
somali people and hence 
with the other political and 
mass organisations and sta- 
te organs in the country. 


The training course was 
concluded on the 19th Ju. 
ne 1978. Present at the clo. 
sing ceremony were dignito- 
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ries from the Central com- 
mittee of the SRSP Party, 


including the President of 
the SDWO, Jaalle Fatuma 
Omar Hashi, the Minister 
of Education, Jaalle Adan 
Mohamed Ali, Minister of 
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Higher Education, Jaalle 
Ahmed Ashkir Botan, the 
Mayor of Mogadishu Jaalle 
Yusuf Ibrahim Ali, Benadir 
Reginal Party Secretary, 
Jaalle Warsame Ali Farah, 
and the сандар of the 


peoples militia, Jaalle Abdi- 
rahman Abdi Hussein. 

The closing address was 
made by Jaale Warsame 
Ali Farah, the Benadir Re- 
ginal Party Branch Secre- 
tary. 


ol the October Revolution 


On 18th January, 1978 at 
the centre of Mogadishu, 
the capital city of Somali 


Democratic Republic large 
number of children who are 
members of the Organisa- 
tion of the Somali children 
named flowers of October 
Revolution met for 7 con- 
secutive days, each on that 
particular date, children dr- 
essedin blueand white uni. 
form as members of the flo- 
wers of the October Revolu- 
tion ceremoniously partici- 
pate in the rally. 

The Children participat- 
ed in the rally in the com- 
emoration of that day, 
18th June, which has spe- 
cial significance to them, 
and is marked as the foun- 
ding date of the Flowers of 
the Revolutionary October. 
18th June 1971 Secretary 
General of the S.R.S.P. Pre- 
sident of the SDR Jaalle Si- 
ad coined the name «Flow- 
ers» of October for the So- 
mali Children, to symbolise 
the vitalily of the future ge- 
nerations. The next step 
was to establish the organ- 
isation of children named 
Flowers of the October Re- 
volution, while following 
the directions of Jaalle Siad. 


In the rally on 18th June 
large numbers of children 
(F.R.O.) met at the centre 
of Mogadishu. They mar- 
ched along the main aven- 
ues of the city, and laid flo- 
wers at the monuments of 
Sayd Mohamed Abdulle Ha 
san, Dhagahtur, Hawa Ta- 


ko and at the Unknown So- 
Idier’s monument in come- 
moration of the struggle of 
the Somali people for inde- 
pendence and the valiant 
nationalist struggle for whi- 
ch they shed their sacred 
blood. 

It is an important national 
issue when children who 
growing up visit and pres- 
ent flowers at their grand- 
fathers monuments who sa- 
crificed their lives ta defe- 
nd their nation. It is a sym- 
bo] which the Somali chil- 
dren can be proud about 
and a heritage they have to 
further deepen in their me- 
mories. 

A ceremony whick took 
place at the national thea. 
tre during the night of 18th 
June, was another progra- 
mme prepared by the Flo- 
wers of October Revolution 
anniversary. On that occas- 
sion. 

Special emphasis was gi- 
ven to the Trade Unior) Ed- 
ucation since th: Scmali 
Working Class and its Ge- 
neral Federation of trade 
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unions eanestly believe that 
Scientific Socialism is the 
only path that can ensure 
better living standard and 
the  statisfaction of the 
need of the Working mas- 
ses. Hence the importance 
attached to the study of 
the Socialist Ideology. This 
has to be carried out along 
side the vocational training 
of the Workers 


This short Seminar prov- 
ed to be useful and fruit- 
ful. Attending the ses- 
sion were Party and Go- 
vernment officials Social- 
Organisations апа repre- 
sentatives of progressive 
people, The programme 
took a long time to dis- 
play but allthe same to 
display but all the same it 
was appreciable and splen- 
did.Most specifically appre- 
cially appreciated was the 
high level of activity and 
heightened consciousness 
shown by those small chil- 
dren which reflect that the 
future of our great country 
is safe in their hands. 
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The 3rd meeting of the GFSTU 


At the Somali workers 
centre in Mogadishu, was 
held the 3rd meeting of the 


Central Committee of the 
General Federation of the 
Somali Trade Union bet- 
ween 10 - 12th June 1978. 


Such meetings are held 
twice annually. 
The meeting’s Agenda 


items were as follows: 


1. Reports by the delega- 
tes on the activities of the 
regional and district bran- 
ches since the 2nd Central 
Committee meeting. 


2. Internal regulations 
for the day-to-day func- 
tions and duties of the Fe. 
deration, which had been 
approved by the meeting. 


3. The establishment of 
more trade union branches 
throughout the regions and 
the districts to embrace 
the whole country. It has 
been found from experien- 
ce that this is a necessary 


measure for the improve- 
ment of the Federations 
work and the fulfillment of 
its tasks on a national le. 
vel. The meeting has appro- 
ved the establishment of a 
union for the local govorn- 
ment employees and the ho- 
tel union workers. 


4. 'The creation of two 
separate departments: one 
for the administration and 
the other for the ideology, 
after it was found out that 
the handling of these tasks 
by one single department 


was very burdensome. 


The items in the Agenda 
were dealt with by the par- 
ticipants in accordance 
with the principles of Dem. 





ocratic centralism and cri- 
ticism and self-criticism. 


Every member has democ- 
ratically spoken his mind 
on these issues and clearly 
expressed his opinion as 
principles of scientific soci- 
alism entail. 


The discussions in the 
meeting were carried out 
ina lively and comardely 
spirit. Reports and  discus- 
sions were interspersed by 
revolutionary songs and slo- 
cans that reflected the in- 
domitable ill and spirit of 
the Somali working people 
and their honest dedica- 
tion to realise the aspira- 





tions of the nation and bui- 
Id а socialist society. 

At the close of the meet- 
ing, the participants passed 
the following resolutions 
that can be classified into 
two categories:- 


1) The first set of resolu- 
tions pertain to the present 
historical stage of the nation 
and the duties incumbent 
on the Somali working cl- 
ass. 

2) The second group deals 
with the improvement of 
both labour and the condi- 
tions of the toiling Somali 
masses. 

These resolutions can be 
easily read elsewhere in 
this magazine under the 
heading «Books and Publi. 
cations». 

After the Conclusion of 
its works of the 3rd mee- 
ting, a 4- days Seminar was 
arranged for the Chairmen 
of the regional an district 
Trade Union branches, held 
at the Workers Cultural 
Centre. 

The main themes of 
the Seminar focussed upon 
the activities of the Gene- 
ral Federation of the Soma. 
li Trade Union in the past 
year. 
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and other Social Union's 


The Assistant Secretary 
General of the SRSP and 
Vice-President of the SDR, 
Brig. General Isn iil Ali A- 
Dokar closed a 3em.nar for 
447 rural community leaders 
at El-Jaale of Marka dis- 
trict on 18th June 1978. 


These leaders of the rural . 


communities were mainly 
the elders or religious figu- 
res from all the regions, dis- 
tricts and villages of the So- 
mali Democratic Republic. 


During this course of the 
50 days Seminar, the com- 
munity leaders acquired 


knowledge related to the ru- 


ral development especially 
administration, sanitary co- 
nditions, health promotion 
for rural people and their 
livestock and the develop- 
ment of the agricultural 
production. 


One of these situational 
lectures was presented by 
the Secretary General of the 
SRSP, Jaalle Siad, on 9th 
June 1978. In his lecture the 
President high-lighted on 
the need for co-operation 
and unity as the prerequi- 
site for the overall progress 
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of the society. Jaalle Siad al- 
so urged the community lea- 
ders to safeguard the fruits 
of the Revolution and pro- 
tect them against all reac- 
tionary elements. In conclu- 
sion the President adviced 
them to practically 
apply the knowledge they 
acquire in their role of lea- 
ding the community so that 
the national aspirations 
might be realised. 


In general during this 
seminar the required objec- 
tives were achieved accord- 
ing to its plan and on the 
closing day, Vice-President 
Jaalle Brig.-General Ismail 
Ali Abokor spoke on the oc- 
casion. 


In his speech, Jaalle Is- 
mail dealt at length on the 
country’s present situation 
and the role of the 
community leaders in ad- 
vancing the nation while 
helping the society to over- 
come the difficult condi- 
tions prevalent at the mo- 
ment. 


After completing their 
studies in the seminar, the 
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community leaders retur- 
ned back to their rural areas 
to resume their obligation 
in more enlightened me- 
thod. This will add more to 
the realisation of the 21st 
October Revolution’s aims 
in developing the Somali 
society whose majority resi- 
de in the rural areas. 


This is why the Revolu- 
tion considers the advance- 
ment of the rural people as 
a top priority and accordin- 
gly staged the rural dev. 
elopment campaign which 
was made permanent at the 
latter phases and the ex- 
pansion of the government 
administration to the rural 
areas. 

Similarly this conclu- 
ded seminar for the commu- 
nity leaders was mainly to 
open a dialogue between the 
rural elders and the govern- 
ment leaders for strengthe- 
ning the relation between 
the Revolution and the ru- 
ral people. Also some of its 
other aims were to teach 
the community leaders the 
required administrative 
techniques and the methods 
of mobilising the masses. 
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WORLD AFFAIRS 





In a meeting of Arab Forei- 
gn Ministers held in March 
this year a decision was con- 
clusively taken to set up a 
Commission charged with the 
task of re-establishing Arab 
Cooperation which hit rock 
bottom after President Sadat’s 
visit to Jerusalem. 


Sadat’s official visit to Je- 
rusalem in Nov. 1977 was .un- 
dertaken to show to the World 
public opinion the  unstinted 
Arab efforts and their good 
intentions in the search for & 
Lasting peace in the Middle 
East. Bisides, Sadat, through 
this visit of his intended to 
destroy the psychological bar- 
iers separating the Israelis 8, 
Arabs as a result of the succes- 
sive Middle Eastern wars. 


As for the rejectionist Arab 
front their arguments turned 
on the assumption that Israeli 
expansionism and stubborness 
towards the Middle East con- 
fliet will not be transformed 
by a good wil visit by an 
Arab Statesman. In fact this 
visit can, and did lead to un- 
neccessary divisions an ran- 
cour between the Arab States 
directly confronting Isreal, si- 
nce it gave Israel the option 
of entering into unilateral ag- 
reements with each Arab State. 
In the end the Palestinian 
peoples's right to their own in- 
dependent State could be jeo- 
pardised. 


The creation of Israel and 
the continous support exten- 
ded to it by Imperialist powers 
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A GALL FOR ARAB SOLIDARITY 


is not accidental. The rationo- 
le of Israeli existence is foun- 
ded on the long term imperia- 
list strategy to subvert Arab 
progressive and national libe- 
ration revolutions in the area. 


To the extent that Israel is 
nourished by external strong 
forces, and is objectvely mea. 
nt to act as a sharpkrife pion. 
ing.at the heart.of the Arab 
World, most probably it will 
tocet peaceful Arab efforts 
with disdain and contempt. 


Proceeding further in. our 
analysis, the Middle East con- 
flict to be seriously defused ne- 
cessitates a just solution to be 
found for the Palestinian issue 
since the usurpation of Pales- 
tinian rights and their evic- 
tion from their land is at the 
root of the whole conflict. Fai- 
ling to find an equitable solu- 
tion wil make a lasting peace 
a non-materialisable goal. Ac- 
cordingly it only stands to 
reason to extend an invitation 
to the sole and legal pelestin- 
ian representative to fully ta- 
ke part in the official talks bet. 
ween the parties to the Mid- 
dle Eastern Conflict: The Isra- 
el and Arabs. | 


In the furtherance of the 
Arab cause itis imperative 
that a strong United alliance 
ought to be forged in order to 
strengthen the Arab hand in 
the eventuality of any negoti. 
ations with Israel. Interna- 
tional imperialism and Israel 
are fully cognisant with the 
effectiveness and the great 
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— by Ali Mohamed Ahmed 


weight which a united Arab 
front will pose if successively 
consolidated. Thereby they ha- 
ve left no stone unturned to 
frustrate such unity emer- 
eing. In line with this the im- 
perialist plan with regard to 
the Middle East hinges upon 
partial solutions to be accom- 
plished unilaterally with each 
Arab confrontation State. 


Preceding accumulated Arab 
experiences all go to vividly 
prove the inexhausitible bene- 
fits stemming from unity, 
which perforce ensures victo- 
ry, whereas disarry and  disu- 
nity on their part inevitably 
leads to defeat and desponde- 
nce. We still remember the ma. 
gnificent contributions of the 
Arab people to Egypt's valiant 
struggle against the tripartite 
aggression in 1956. 


It is noteworthy to cast back 
our memory to the Khartoum 
Conference in 1967, and the: 
strong Cooperation it fostered 
amongst Arab ranks who then 
were striving to consolidate 
the progressive bloc in the Ar- 
ab world, which imperialism 
consciously wanted to suppla- 
nt and overthrow. Doubtlessly 
this strong Arab progressive 
bloc splendidly contributed to 
the great victory against Isra- 
el scored in October 1973. Ano- 
ther example attesting to the 
fruits of unity is represented 
by the liberation of Algeria, 
Which to a large extent was 
due to the close collaboration 
between Arab countries siding 
with the Algerian people’s just 
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demand for total national li- 
beration. 


Drawing on all those positi- 
ve experiences it is becoming 
incontrovertibly apparent to 
the Arab peoples that solely 
through unity could the libera- 
fion of Palestine and other Ar- 
ab territories occupied after 
1967 be accomplished. Over 
and above this Arabs will equ. 
ally meet the demands of eco- 
nomic development, and the 
uplift of social life. The full 
realisation of this glaring tru- 
th impressed itself in the rece- 
nt Cairo Conference where 
the aforementioned Commis- 
sion was set up. In the same 
Conference President Jafar Nu- 





The forthcoming meeting 
of Foreign Ministers of the No- 
n-Aligned countries in Belgra- 
de (July, 1978), gives us the oc- 
cassion to reflect briefly on 
certain theoretical and his- 
torical aspects of the Non-alig- 
ned Movement. 


Twenty three years ago, а 
conference of 29 sovereign sta. 
tes of Asia and Africa -- for 
the first time in history -- was 
held in Bandung from Aprii 
18 to 24, 1955. The Conference 
was convened following the 
disintegration of the colonial 


system of imperialism when 
new independent countries 


appeared in Asia and Africa, 
and the national lberation 
movement acquired thus a new 
decisive motive force. 


The Bandung conference so. 
wed the seeds for the move- 
ment that emerged during 
the fifties around the concept 
of non — aligment. An overevi- 


meri was elected a Chairman 
of this Commission, which co- 
nsists of nine Arab Countries. 
The main objective of this is 
to reinstate the fraternal Ar- 
ab relations, to consolidate 
their ability to head of the 
enemy which is trying to dis 
member and weaken them. In 
hutshell the Commission is 
trying to revive the highly be: 
neficial Arab teamwork obtai- 
ning in 1973 and before. 


There is not doubt that thr- 
»ught unity and brotherly coo 
peration the Arab countries 
will be able to overcome the 
onerous tasks confronting 
them in the liberation of Pal- 
stine, other oceupied lands 


ew of non-aligned activities 
during the past two decades 


shows that the movement im- 


plies:- 


a) The need to defend and 
consolidate political indepen. 
dence; 


b) The need to support na- 
Gonal liberation struggle thus 
liberating all remaining areas 
under colonialism and alien 
domination. 


c) The need to struggie for 
a new international economic 
order in order to insure noi 
only political but economic in- 
dependence as well. 


d) The need to struggie for 
international peace and secu. 
rity, development and peaceful 
co - existence irrespective of di- 
fferent social systems. 
icy of non.alignment 
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and the carrying out of the 
other much  cherished goals 
which remain unattend- 


ed to. The great values 
inherent in this unity 
makes it incumbent upon 


us to applaud every step taken 
towards the rejuvenation of 
Arab unity and cooperation. 
The fact that no one Arab cou- 
ntry could successfully com- 
bat the strong world imperia- 
list system feeding Israel ag- 
gression obviously hastens the 
timely call for unbreakable 
Arab coalition built on the 
sound foundations of ocula- 
rating the process of the bright 
historical future awaiting the 
^rab people. 


ON NON — ALIGNMENT 


Hussein M. Adan 


political factor during the colg 
war. It is basically the expres 
sion of resistance on the part 
of many countries to the divi 
sion of the world into blocs, 
an opposition to bloc hegemo- 
ny and also to the danger of 
a new war into which the wor. 
Id was being inpelled by bloc 
divisions. Consequently, one 
of the main criteria to attend 
the first Summit of Non-alig- 
ned Countries (Belgrade, 19- 
61) was defined as follows:- 


«The country should not be 
а member of a muiti-lateral 
military alliance concluded 
in the context of Great power 
conflicts». 

Two other important crite- 


ria included:- 


1} The country should ha- 
ve adopted an independent 
| ased on the co-existen- 

states with different poli- 
tical and social systems and 
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on non-alignment or should be 
following a trend in favour of 
such a policy. 


2) The country concerned 
should be consistently suppor- 
ting the movements for na- 
tional independence. 


Non-alignment adopts the 
theoretical principle —- borne 
out daily by practice — that 
separating the world into mili- 
tary blocs does not lead to pea- 
ce and the affirmation of pea- 
ceful co-existance among peop- 
les but to the aggravation of 
international relations and 
‘war. Regardless of the politica] 
intentions and objectives of 
such blocs, they inevitably le- 
ad to the restricting and in so- 
me cases to abolishing the in- 


dependence of peoples. The сиг. 


rent turmoil in Africa — the 
Horn of Africa in particular 
offers a glaring example to 
this thesis, namely  super-po. 
wer rivalries exarcebate and 
aggravate tensions and local 
the independence of African 
conflicts to the detriment of 
peoples. In this instance, it 
is one superpower, that is hea. 
vilyimplicated in creating tur- 
moil. 


The principle that lasting 
peace and progress are possi- 
bie only on the grounds of 
transending the bloc divisions 
of the world and developing 
cooperation and rapprochem- 
ent among nations has inspi- 
red a series of non-aligned ga- 
therings such as: 


a) The first Summit Con- 
ference of the Non-alig- 
ned countries (Belgra- 
de, 1961). 


b) The 2nd Summit Con- 
ference of the non-alig- 
ned countries (Cairo, 
1964). 


c) The 3rd Summit Confe- 
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rence of the Non-alig- 
ned countries (Lusaka, 
1970). . 


d The fourth Summit Con- 
ference of the Non-aligned 
countries (Algiers 1973). 


f) The fifth Summit Con- 
ference of the  Non-aligned 
countries (Colombo, 1976). 


An essential principle in 
non.aligned policy is the need 
to consolidate peace, for peace 
is a basic need of the contem- 
porary world and its progre- 
ssive development. But this 
shouid never be taken to imply 
that non-aligned policy accepts 
peace at any price. On the con- 
tray it is resolutely opposed to 
the kind of «peace» that imper- 
lalistic, hegemonistic and agg- 
ressive reactionary forces want 
to impose on freedom loving 
peoples.  Non-aligned policy 
urges active support for every 
just liberation struggle which 
must be waged with arms in 
consequence of existing condi. 
tions. The Second Summit in 
Cairo made the following im- 


portant pronuncement. «Last- 


ing world peace cannot be rea- 
lised so long as unjust condi- 
tions prevail and peoples un- 
der foreign domination con- 
tinue to be deprived of their 
fundamental right to freedom, 
independence and  self-deter- 
mination». 


The Cairo summit noted that 


the right of self-determination 
is still violated and its exerci- 
se denied in many regions of 
the world and results in a con- 
tinued increase of tension and 
extension of the areas of war. 

The Cairo conference, and 
others before and after, deno- 
unced the attitude of those 
powers and forces which op- 
pose the exercise of the right 
of peoples to self-determina- 
tion. It adopted strongly 
worded resolutions in favour 
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of the implementation of the 
right of peoples to self-deter- 
mination and independence 
and against the use of force 
against the exercise of this 
right. 


Recent events in Africa in 
general and the horn of Afri- 
ca in particular, bear testimo- 
ny to this wisdom of non-alig- 
ned policy. 


Non-aligned countries are 
occupied not only with issues 
of decolonisation, but also wi- 
th the crucial issues of deve- 
lopment. The overwhelming 
majority of non-aligned coun- 
tries are also economically 
underdeveloped countries. Ac- 
cordingly, they are faced with 
the need to step up efforts for 
establishing such forms of in- - 
ternational economic coopera- 
tion and assistance as to make 
for more equitable relations 
and the acceleration of the 
economic advancement of un- 
derdeveloped countries. 


As the main battie for 


national liberation shifted 
from political to economic 
sphere — or in other 


words, when the Third 
world nations began their se- 
cond battle for (economic) | 
indepedence, this gave  ano- 

ther big push of unity and so- 
lidarity among the peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin Ame- 
rica. Even those, who for va- 
rious reasons could not get 
rid of imperialist domination 
in new forms, realized that 
the entire third world must 
stand together for the elimi- 
nation of incredible poverty 
and hunger of its peoples. 
Thus the «Group of 77 »° was 
formed during the United Na- 
tions Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) 
for the first time in Geneva 
in the year 1964. The «Gro- 
up of 77» which by now em- 
braces over 110 countries, has 
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been quite active in the formu- 
lation of demands on behalf of 
all the developing countries 
through UNCTAD 11, (Delhi, 
1968), UNCTAD 111 (Santia- 
go de Chile, 1972), UNCIAD 
IV (Nairobi, 1976) as well as in 


the. VI and VII Special UN. 


Sessions on Development. It 
was after the Algiers Summit 
of Non-Aligned countries 
(1973) with its Economic De- 
claration and Programme oi 
Action that a whole series of 
international dialogues gene- 
rated. ^ Consequently, the VI 
Special UN Session on  Deve- 
lopment was held in 1974 and 
the VII Session in 1975. 

The UN General Assembly 
there upon, adopted a Declara- 
ration on a new International 
Economic order and a Prog- 
ramme of Action. Furthermo- 
re, à Charter of Economic 
Rights and Duties of States 
was also adopted by the uni- 
ted Nations General Assembly. 
Another international  dialo- 
gue prompted by such efforts 
is popularly referred to as the 
North-South Dialogue resul- 
ting from the Paris Conferen- 
ce on International Economic 
Cooperation in December 1975 
with the participation of Wes- 
tern industrialised nations and 
developing countries. 


Following recent non-alig- 
ned countries conferences, cer- 
tain institutional arrangemen- 
ts have begun to emerge such 
as. 


a) Formations of associations 
of producers of raw materials 
(like OPEC) which could con- 
tront imperialism and neo-co- 
lonialism successfully and the 
establishment of the Council 
of Associations of Developing 
countries Producers Exporters 
of Raw Materials; 


b) Establishment of the so- 
lidarity fund for economic 
and social development in 
the non-aligned countries. 


c) Establishment of the spec- 
ial fund for the financing of 
raw materials and primary 
products exported by the de- 
veloping countries 


d) Guidelines for the treat- 
ment of foreign private inves. 
tement, transnational corpora. 
tions and the transter of tech- 
nology. 


These are significant steps 
on the long road ahead to bri- 
dge the gap between the de- 
veloping and the developed 
world. The non-aligned move- 
ment is creatively developing 
and coping with newer and ev- 
er changing situations. 
S'L'e"ps" ave "been 
taken, for example to- 
wards pooling together news 
Agencies of the non-aligned 
countries to thwart the bias- 
ed news barrage against the 
aspirations of developing cou- 
ntries emanating from impe- 
rial news media. Certain coun- 
tries have also begun to ini- 
itiate steps aimed at insuring 
the involvement and mobilisa- 
tion of popular mass organi. 
sations in the movement for 
non-algnment. 


The non-aligned movement 
is therefore not just a tempo- 
orary by-product of the cold 
war between certain military- 
political blocs .The non-alig- 
ned movement is destined to 
play a positive role in injec- 
ing a healthy dose of demora- 
ctic relations of equality amo- 
ng socialist countries themse- 
Ives. The consequences of co. 
lonialism's disintegration are 
in growing degree obstructing 
narrowing down and curtail- 
ing possibilities for manifesta- 
tion of the most basic tenden- 
cies of imperialism, and the- 
reby causing crises that acce- 
lerate the internal disintegra- 
tion of imperialism while str- 
engthening the forces of so. 
cialism. Under such circums- 
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tances, the non-aligned move- 
ment can no longer be defin- 
ed exclusively in terms of the 
contradiction between social- 
ists. Under such circumstance 
the non-aligned movement 
can no longer be defined exc- 
lusively in terms of the contra- 
diction between the socialist 
block. 

Contradictions are already 
arising on the grounds of 50- 
cialist development in the tra. 
sitional period. One of these 
involves the necessity for so. 
cial ownership of the means 
of production to take the fo- 
rm, for a time, of state own. 
ership which generates tende- 
cies to preserve wage-labour 
relations between the state 
and the employed. There is also 
the necessity for socialist for- 
ces to rely for some time 
on the strength of the state 
generating bureaucracy and 
statist deformation of socia- 
list economic relations. Rela- 
tions among socialis countries 
have torest on inter-state bas- 
is thereby permitting tenden- 
cies toward hegemony, and so 
forth. In its initial stages, it 
has been necessary for socia- 
lism in the world to develop 
on the grounds of great diffe. 
rences in level of economic 
development permitting aspi- 
rations to the preservations of 
economic differences and str- 
uggles aimed at settling such 
economic disparties among 
socialist states. There is also 
the ideological reflection of 
such contradictions, manifes- 
ted in the dogmatizing of 
Marxism and the creation of 
an ideological monopoly in 
the interests of preserving 
the need to control the world 
revolutionary process for the 
benefit of certain vested in- 
terests. 

The Socialist option impli- 
es a historical necessity. More 
and more countries and par- 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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The President of the SDR 
Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre 
and the delegation led by 
him returned home on 28th 
of June after the wounding 
up of 11 day visit to Western 
Europe and some Arab 
States. The President and 
his delegation left Mogadi- 
shu on 18th June on a visit 
to OMAN, QADAR, SAUDI 
ARABIA, KUWAIT, UAE, 
EGYPT, BRITAIN, and the 
FEDERAL REBUPLIC OF 
GERMANY. 


Speaking to Newsmen at 
the Presidency headquar- 
ters upon arrival back ho- 
me Jaalle Siad stated that 
the discussions he and his 
delegation had with respec- 
tive leaders of those coun- 
tries were crowned with su- 
ccess and mutual underst- 
anding. 


The President disclosed 
that major topics discussed 
in their respective meetings 
included means of finding 
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siad Tours Western Europe 
and Gulf States 








solutions to current global 
problems and how to tack- 
le them. In addition the 
relation and co-operation 
between Somalia and these 
countries, the Afro-Arab co- 
peration and other interna- 
toinal issues, particularly 
the conflict in the Horn of 
Africa. 


In answering a question 
on the views held by the 
leaders of countries he visi- 
ted regarding the naked 
and pravocative aggression 








of Abyssinia against the 
SDR, Jaalle Siad disclosed 
that the repeated aggres- 
sions as not being perpetra. 
ted by the Abyssinians is ins. 
tigated by certain big powers 
with particular interest in 
the area. 

The President of the 
SDR Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Barre, declared that the ob- 
jective behind the 
allied troops aggressi- 
ve attacks is aimed at dis- 
tearting the Somali | Na. 
tion. However, the fact re. 
mains that the Somali peo- 
ple will never be dishearted 
by the enemy designs to in- 
cure horn upon them. Infa- 
ct these acts of aggression 
favourably adds to their 
bravery and unity in defen- 
ding their sovereignty and 
dignity, he said. Speaking 
on the support, the SDR ex- 
tends to the liberation mo- 
vements Jaalle Siad stated 
that this is a legitimate 
and obligatory support of 
the Somali Nation that will 
never be abandoned . 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 


A former member of an 


Anti-Somali Revolution Or- 


ganisation calling itself «So- 
mali Democratic Action Fr- 
ont» (SODAF) held a press- 
conference in Mogadishu to 
denounce the sinister acti- 
vities of the group on 13th 
of June. 


«The so-called «SODAFP» 
was a group of just over 10 
who had no other supporte- 
rs, he said, adding that 
therefore it is not worth to 
call them a front or even 
a group» 


«the exact number of 


people in the so-called «SO- | 


DAF» was 13 only and that 
cannot be called an organi- 
zation or anything like that. 
And each of these had his 
own selfish interest; some 
were disgruntled because 
they lost their job, others we. 
re pushed by tribal feeling 
and the rest were after some 
personal material gain and 
so forth. Thus none of them 
had any concrete purpose of 
principle», he said. He ad. 
ded, that their only purpo. 
se was to under mine the 
Somali Nation, while con- 
certion their action with, 
and serving the interests of 
the enemy of the Somali 
people. 


Asked from whom they 
drew support Abdulrahman 
said, «the group receives as 
sistance from Abyssinia, Ke- 
nya Israel and others who 
are inimical to the Somali 
cause.» 


«I do not think it is nece- 
ssary to explain to the So- 
mali people why the Abys- 
sinian and Kenyan govern- 
ment were supporting these 
13 men. The Abyssinians 
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were not only fighting to 
wipe those who are fighting 
for their Independence, but 
have even threatened the so. 
vereignty of the Somali De- 
mocratic Republic with des- 
truction,» he said. He also 
noted that the Israel alsc 
support the Abyssinian and 
Kenyan Governments in 
their anti-Somali Schemes. 


«We are all aware that Is- 
rael is the arch enemy of 
the Arab nation and Mus- 
lim peoples in general. They 
do not want to see the exis- 
tence of a strong, stable Ar- 
ab or Islamic state in the wo- 
rld» He said, «Somalia is a 
a member of the Arab Na- 
tion and struggles hard for 
the right of the Palestinians 
and peoples who are under 
the rule of aparthied 
and racist regimes. Israel 
he said, does not want a go- 
vernment with such a poli- 
cy to exist and hence exten- 
ds assistance to those rising 
against us» 


He went on to say that 
both Israel and Abyssinia 
are bound together by a co- 
mmon interest to contro! 
the Red Sea through which 
Arab Oil flows to Europe 
and are bent to undermine 
and topple Arab governmen- 
ts. 

Asked whether the group 
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were involved in the recent 
attempted coup in Somalia, 
he dismissed any connection 
between the so-called «SO- 
DAF» and the coup plotters 
because, he said the group 
had no local supporters. 


This has been evidenced 
by the fact that when the 
creation of SODAF was hea- 
rd the Somalis denounced it 
with disgust. 

«They did not get any 
support from Somalis whe- 
ther at home or abroad» he 
declared. 


Asked why he joined the 
group, Abdulrahman Salah 
said that it was because of 
his dissatisfaction with his 
discharge from the governm- 
ent service and said that he 
later quit its membership 
after it became clear. to him 
of the selfish nature of «SO- 
DAF» 

Asked where the group is 
based, he said that «SODAF» 
is based in Kenya and Eth- 
iopia and that he was con- 
vinced tħat it was working 
for the interest of the ene- 
mies of the Somali people. 


«I then decided to come 
back to my country, join the 
honest Somali people and 
shed the past feeling. This 
is not time for personal gru- 
dges, and if any it is better, 
better to clean one’s heart 
and join the national strug- 
gle», he stressed. 


A British Delegation 
Visits Somalia 


The British delegation 
led by Mr. Ted Rowlands, 
a Minister of State in the 
British Foreign office con- 
cluded a four days visit to 
Somalia and left for home 
via Sudan on the 4th of 
June. 


un 18 anu: 


The president of the SD 
Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre 
received at the Presidency, 
the British delegation on 
the 3rd day of their visit. 
The President and Mr. Ro- 
wlands discussed  bilatera! 
relations, current World 





affairs in general and Afri- 
ca in particular. The Bri- 
tish Minister thanked the 
SDR president for the wa- 
rm welcome accorded tic 
him and his delegation. 


Earlier Mr. Ted Rowlands 
and his delegation, paid 
visits to the Juba Sugar 
Project at Jilib and the ca. 
pital of Lower Juba, where 
the British delegation hac 
talks with the British te- 
chnicians working on the 
project. Mr. Rowlands ur- 


ged them to accelerate the 
completion of the project, 
which he pointed out is be- 
neficia] to Somalia’s econo- 
my. 


The delegation also visi- 
ted Kismayo Meat Factory, 
the Hides and Skins Tan- 
nery. 


Mr. Rowlands and his de- 
legation during their stay 
in Somalia had talks with 
Somali officials on econo- 
mic co-operation between 
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Somalia and Britain inclu. 


ding Vice-president Haus- 
sein Kulmie, who received 
them in his office. 


The delegation also si- 
ened an economic agree- 


ment on 4th of June with 


the officials of the Natio- 7 


nal Planning Commission. 
Among the clauses of the 
Agreement was a sum of 
So. Sh. 23.433.600 which the 
British Government will 


grant the SDR to purchase 


various equipment inclu- 
ding fishing boats and the 
construction of houses for 
the British experts at the 
Jilib Sugar Project. 


The Chairman of the Na- 
tional planning commis- 
sion Jaalle Ahmed Habib 
Ahmed signed the agreeme- 
nt on the Somali side and 
Mr. Ted Rowlands signed it 
on the British side. 


Siad Cables OAU Chairman 


The President of the 
SDR, Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Barre sent on the 28th of 
June a Cable to the Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Ga- 
bon, the current Chairman 
of the OAU informing him 
of the current events in the 
Horn of Africa. 


In his Cable the Presi- 
dent said: «I have the ho- 
nour to inform your Excel- 
lency that Ethiopian  air- 
force planes attacked and 
bombed civilian targets 
and populated areas inside 
the territory of the Somali 
Democratic Republic. killing 
thirteen persons including 
women and children and 





wounding fifty two others, 
and causing extensive da- 
mage to property. These 
savage aerial assaults were 
launched bya total of II 
war planes against the to- 
wns of Borama, Gabiley, 
Qulejad, Goraya-Awl, Kala- 
Beyd, Belli- Anod and Ab- 
dulkadir, all in the North- 
Western Region on three 
separate occasions namely 
June 22nd and twice on 
June 25th. Apart from 
these barbaric acts of na- 
ked aggression combined E- 
thiopian and Cuban forces 
are being amassed in va. 
rious points close to the 
territory of the Somali De- 
mocratic Republic obviou- 
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sly for aggressive purposes. 


These naked acts of ag- 
gression and hostility con- 
stitute a flagrant violation 
of UNITED NATIONS and 
OAU charter principles and 
seriously threaten peace 
and security not only in the 
SDR but also Regionally 
and Internationally. The 
Government of the SDE 
has so far exercised ma- 
ximum restraint in the face 
of these aggressive acts on 
the part of Ethiopia but 
will be forced to fully exer- 
cise its right to legitimate 
self-defence in the event of 
further incursions and th- 
reats to its security. 
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SOWETO Simbol of оба псе 


June 16th 1976 occupies 
a significant chapter in the 
historic struggle of the Af- 
rican people in South Afri. 
ca. 

Inthatday the in 
digenous African people in 
the township of-Soweto de- 
monstrated in support of 
the African students, who 
protested against the intro- 
duction the Afrikaans as the 
language of the country’s 
medium of education. The 
uprising against the racial 


policy in education refelcts | 


the just struggle of the Afri- 
can peopie for majority rule. 
against the policy 
of aparthied and 
the rule of monopoly capita- 
lism. The policy of the ra- 
cist state opened fire at a 
peaceful student demonstr- 
ration, killing more than 600 
innocent demonstrators whc 
became the victims of the 
brutal oppression during 
that event in June 1976. 


This incident triggered off 
a chain of demonstrations, 
strikes and out bursts in the 
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citadel of racism and арат- 
theid. Soweto turned into 
a symbol of the unyielding 
will of the Africans in South 
Africa, of their desire to 
live a better life worthy of 
their heroism against the 
worst of oppressive systems. 


This anniversary conci. 
des with International Anti- 
aparthied year, when the 
world massively participates 
in preparation for the world 
conference of U.N. to combat 
racism and racial discrimi- 
nation. 


The Sharpeyille massacre 

in 1960, and the bloody ev- 
ent in Guguletu and other 
similar events still echo dis- 
tinctly in the minds if Afri- 
can people and in the world 
as whole. 
All these events expressed 
in true color the real face of 
the racist regime in South 
Africa and its brutality ag- 
ainst innocent people. 

To mark the Soweto uph- 
eaval, peoples from different 
stratas: Students, Workers 
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We remind the readers that Halgan, 
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| 
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the official or- 


and peasants in Soweto ga- 
thered in a mass rally to ob- 
serve the heedy events in 
Soweto and at the same ti- 
me to emphasise the indo- 
mitable spirit of resistance 
of the people to the system 
of Aparthied and racial dis- 
crimination. 


Also, on the 2nd anniver- 
sary of Soweto uprisal, the 
police arrested more than 
600 people at road blacks in 
the Transval, and placed the 
black ghetto of Soweto un. 
der near Siege. Armed police 
set up road blocks in and 
around the sprawling town- 
ship of over one million bla- 
cks as part of what they ca- 
lled a crime prevention Ca- 
mpaign. 

The memory of Soweto 
will always live, in the min- 
ds of all those who refuse to 
be reconcilled with the ab- 
minations of racism and ap- 
artheid, and it marks a new 
World action for the rapid 
and total elemination of the 
policy of apartheid and ra- 
cial prejuidice. 
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Casting back our memory 
the youthfulness of our Theat- 
re impresses itself upon our 
minds. This is the case in as 
much as our theatre seriously 
started operation in the forties 
of this century in the cites 
of Mogadshu and Hargeisa. Im 
mature as our theatre is, no- 
netheless it has n’t gone thro- 
ugh the necessary radical evo- 
lution itcould have  ac- 
hieved within that 
that short span of time. The 
non-occurrence of badly need- 
ed transformation is explicab- 
le on a number of factors, am- 
ongest which the lack of aca- 
demic education by the profes- 
sionally involved personnel in 
our theatre features promine- 
ntly. Personalities taking acti- 
ve interest in our theatre have 
worked hard and drew their in- 
spration from practices set by 
their predecessors. Having a 
close look at our theatre it be- 


come clearly manifest how no . 


major efforts were expended 
to transform the formerly ex- 
isting theatrical forms. .. 


In this article it is our ob- 


jeetve to analyse a play, first. 


in its kind, which saw its deb- 
ut on July 1st, 1978 on the com- 
momeration of the- three mon- 
umental and valuable victories 
scored by.the Somali Nation 


that day. The staging of this’: 
play апа its seeing the light ot ^ 


day is due to the- .coóperative 
endeavours between the ideo- 
logy bureau of the SRSP and 
the Waberi Artistes. Inspiring 
the contents of the play, and 
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Play Review : 


thus defining its essence, is 
the bitter and long struggle 
waged by the Somali people in 
the accomplishment of іпае- 
pendence, which under the 
present conditions expresses it- 
self in the ongoing liberation 
war in the colonised Somali in- 
habited areas in order to aug- 
ment Somali unity. 


This play for the first time 
introduces a new element into 
our theatrical form. For the 
most part, the actors are silent 
and the meaning of the play 
is fully conveyed by the drum 
beats and the elegant and ex- 
pressive movement of the ac- 
tors. In large part the play 
was acted out by the folklore 
dancers of, Waberi Artistes уус 
admttedly spared no efforts to 
make their new form of acting 


a swelling success. In the pro- . 


cess, the artistes while making 
use of the traditional dan- 
cess, mone the less it gave new 
dimensions and meaning. 


The play was divided up as 
follows: 


1. Struggle: The' play at its 


start shows us a peacefully se- : 


tled community thoroughly en- 
joying life in the midst of рей: 
ty. To show their joy of life 


they are happily dancing and 
sending their voices to be rev- · · 
erberated in the vast expanse 
surrounding · them." Suddenly ` 


the dance stops. Abdikadir, the 
leading male actor enters and 
with all his heart, and facial 
features portending trouble sy- 
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History Cannot be Forgotten 


Bobe 


mbolises the advent of the co- 
lonialist enemy. Consciousness 
is born, peace is gone, апа the 
good home is no longer the 
happy home, and heroic Abda- 
lkadir cries when he sees the 
land divided into five. Dancers 
equipped with spears succeed: 
to cut two ropes and  Abdalia 
Rage, who was previously sec- 
urely tied is freed and he rises 
to his full height to convey 
that the year 1960 has come. 


2. EVERY ONE FOR HIM- 
SELF. 


It is the era when every one 
sought to further his own in- 
terest, and the national goals 
were casted overboard. Sheikh 
Abokor, who is decidedly wor- 
ried about our lonesome flag 
goes to accost everyone arou- 
nd him. Almost everyone turns 
a deaf ear to him. Only Fynus. 
and Osman are convinced by 
him. «I understand ... fully un- | 
derstand» young Osman 
states. «It hasbeen un 
derstood and fully understood» 
Faynus replied. The encourage- 
ment brings  Abdilkadir and 
Omar harking, and the four ` 
simultaneously raise the flag 
alift. This is the birth of the" 
lovable 21st October Revolu- 
tion. | 


3. A REVOLUTIONARY ERA: 


This is underscored by the ra- 
nge of campaigns embarked 
upon, and the continuing divi- 
sions amongst our people, bred 
in by the pre-years of the re- 
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volution, between those com- 
mitted to revolutionary trans- 


ry and these who 
through every step left 
no stone unturned to make 


our journey to better life a ve- 
ry painful, slow and uphill one. 
Though the acting was perfe- 
ct silence, the imagery was so 
powerful and convencing there- 
by attained success in its ex- 

planotary mission. People we- 
re all busy in farming, self-he- 
Їр schemes, involved in the li- 
teracy campiagn, and other 
numerous tasks, However, two 
men are running helter ans 
skelter amidst the toiling ma- 
sses, till they reach the stage 
oi utter exhaustion. 
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(Continued from Poge 16) 


iies all over the world are na- 
turally moving towards socia- 
lism. Now to introduce the 
policy of adventurism, the po- 
licy of imposing socialism fr- 
om a particular world center, 
would mean to halt such pro- 
eesses and lend new strength 
to imperialism and ап reac- 
tionary social forces which 
would, under such conditions, 
appear as the leading forces 
defending national indepen- 
dence. The recent events in 
Africa bear witness to this 
process of aggravating tensio- 
ns under the slogan of promo. 
ting (ie. exporting) a paricu- 
jar brand of socialism while 
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the non-aligned 


But their is not toil, it is 
the opposite— digging deep pi- 
ts to bury the revolution. But 
one is finally caught up with 
and justiciably dealt with. The 
birth of the SRSP is here and 
now. 


FREEDOM FIGHTERS: It is 


the part devoted to the libera. 
tion of the Somali Coast and 
Abyssinian colonised Somali 
West. A Zailian dance, «Hay- 
bara» opens the part thus sy- 
mbolically announcing Jibuti 
independence. Three short po- 
trayals are seen to intimately 
spell out the callous Abyssin- 
ian oppressive treatment ot 
the Somali people, and their 
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actually pursuing big . power 
strategic interests.. 

Socialism exerts influence 
both as a political and econo- 
mic force if its behaviour is 
consistently socialistic. The 
progressive non-aligned move- 
ment intends to demand of s0- 
cialism that its behaviour be 
consistently socialistic. 


During the last 23- years, 
movement 
has confronted  imperialism, 
colonialism, — neo-coloniaiism, 
racialism, Zionism, Super-pow- 
er rivalries and hegemonism 
in various battle-fields politic. 
al economic, social, cultural, id- 
eolopical as well as military 
and diplomatic fields. At each 
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courageous resistance to this 
degradation. 

The major part of the play 
is entitled: Never assume that 
I wil accept  enslavement.» 
These words re-echo some we!! 
known poetic lines of Sayid Mo- 
hamed Abadalla Hassan. This 
is the war of national libera- 
tion in which the unholly alli- 
ance took an ignoble part. He- 
re the acting shows the encir 
clement of the enemy troops. 


Over and above this theie 
were 5 songs in the play, and 
the concluding one brone the 
title of the play: 


«HISTORY CANNOT BE FOR- 
GOTTEN». 


TET - 


NON - ALIGNMENT 


stage, the movement chailen- 
ged such evil forces and gain- 
ed in strength and solidarity. 
The more the unity and dedica- 
tion tothe principles of non- 
alignment the more guaran- 
tee for greater success in the 
future. 


To achieve such unity, it is 
imperative for the members of 
the non-aligned movement to 
have the wisdom and initiative 
to resolve amicably conflicts 
and disputes among and with- 
in members states, The mem- 
bers of the movement should 
also have the courage to rebuff 
and even expell any state that 
violates the principies of the 
non-aligned movement. 
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BLAMING THE VICTIM-AN ASPECT 
OF ETHIOPIAN IMPERIAL IDEOLOGY 
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A Critique of Mesfin Wold Mariam's Publication: 
Somalia - The Problem Child of 81108 Hussein м. яван. 


PART I 


Mesfin Wolde Mariam, Head 
of the Department of Geogra- 
phy, Haile Selassie 1 Universi- 
ty, Addis Ababa, Published in 
1964, his first advocacy of Et- 
hiopian colonialism under the 
title, The Background of the 
Ethio-Somalia Boundary Dis. 
pute (Addis Ababa, 1964). Vir- 
tually the same piece appea- 
red under the same title in 
The Journal of Modern Afri- 
can Studies, 2, 2, (1964), pp. 
189-219. In 1977, the same Me- 
sfin published a hysterica! 
plea for Ethiopian colonialism 
under the titie: Somalia: The 
Problem Child of Africa (Ad. 
dis Ababa, September 1977). 
This essay offers an extended 
critique of the latter  pam- 
phlet; but first, a word about 
the earlier piece. 


The Meésfin Wolde Mariam 
of 1964: A Charitable Colo- 
nial Mentality: 


In his 1964 publication, Me. 
sfin Wolde Mariam purports to 
£o through extended studies 
of international legal treaties 
to «prove» the «legitimacy» of 
Ethiopian colonial domination 
of Western Somalia — the so. 
called Ogaden Province. 


In 1964 the Ethiopian Empi- 
re headed by Haile Selassie, 
the so-called Lion of Judah 
and king of kings, seemed 


eternal, and Mesfin Wolde Ma- 


riam could look to his future 
worries of ony kind. The co- 
lonialist intellectual couid ai. 
ford to relax, live benevolen- 
tly and display a mood o? cha- 


rity. He seemed to imply 


that the colonized Somalis co- 
uld only be grateful to him 
for softening what was coming 
to them. Confident in 
his colonialist assumptions, 
Wolde Mariam in 1964 open- 
ly declares that Ethiopia has 
to continue its occupation of 
Western Somalia for «econo. 
mic and strategic considera. 
tions. The prospect o! petro- 
leum in Ogaden obviously is 
important.» (1). 

Following that assertion, Wol- 
de Mariam relaxes and waxes 
charitakle: 


«I have attempted to show 
that Ethiopia and Somalia are 
more than just neighbours, 
they are vital to each other 
and that they complement e- 
ach other ... I would even 
venture further and suggest 
that the two Governments 
should openly discuss a formu- 
la by which they can mutually 
benefit from the revenue of 
the prospective petroleum.» (2) 


Thus we detect the mental 
attitude called «paternalistic» 
in Wolde Mariam’s 1964 wri- 
tings. Paternalism implies 
stretching colonialism and 
inequality farther — once ad. 
mitted. It is, if you like, a 
Charitable colonial mentality 


-— NE. 


— which is not thereby less 
skillful nor Jess dangerous. 
For the most generous pater- 
nalism revolts as soon as the 
colonized people demand the- 
ir right for self-determination. 
Having established an immo- 
ral order where he is by de- 
finition master and innocent, 
the colonialist intellectual Wo- 
Ide Mariam tries, in his 1964 
writings, to give himself abso- 
lution. It is very essential for 
such a mentality that this or- 
der not be questioned by o- 
thers and especially not by 
the colonized. 


Recent events marked the 
beginning of the emd for E- 
thiopian Empire and with it 
that immoral order which per- 
mits a colonialist intellectual 
to view himself as master and 
innocent. Unlike im the ear- 
ly sixties, 1977 confronts Mes. 
fin Wolde Mariam with the 
realization that he could ne 
longer afford to relax, live be. 
nevolently and display chari- 
ty. With violent indignation, 
he tears off the mask of pater- 
nalism, he freezes the hype- 
critical smile accompanying а 
charitable colonial mentality. 


The Mesfin Wolde Mariam 
of 1977 groans, howls and dis- 
plays the bloody claws of a vu- 
lture ready to devour its vic. 
tims. But, inspite of the shri- 
eking tone, the vulture of 1977 
is a wounded vulture,a sickly 
vulture. Wolde Mariam’s 1977 
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pamphlet is full of cheap in- 
sults, he spare no effort to fi- 
nd vile epithets which he hur- 
ls at Somalia and the Somalis. 
The tone is no longer preten- 
tiously calm and assured, on 
the contrary, it is the tone 
of someone acutely nervous, 
someone hysterical 


Perhaps one need not be too 
indignant about it. 


Because, after all we must 
resign ourselves to the inevita- 
ble and admit that the Ethio. 
pain colonialist is condemned 
to become every day more 
snarling, more openly ferocio 
us, more shameless, more sum 
marily barbarous; it is gene- 
rally true that, before it com- 
pletely disappears, every ех- 
pioiting group must first dis- 
grace itself completely, on all 
fronts. | 


The Ideology of Blaming the 
Victim: 


Mesfin Wolde Mariam's pu- 
blication, Somalia — The Pro. 
biem Child of Africa — is a 
striking example of the ideo- 
logy of Imperial Ethiopia, the 
ideology of blaming the  vic- 
tim (3) as a best means of ju- 
stifying and maintaining colo- 
nial oppression. In Marxist 
writing, the concept of ideo- 
logy, implies, broadly: 


1) a system of beliefs cha. 
racteristic of the particular 
class or group; . 


2) a system of illusory be. 
liefs — false ideas or false con- 
sciousness — which can be 
contrasted with true or scien- 
tific knowledge; 


3) the general process oí 
the production of meanings 
and ideas. | 


In this essay, the term «ide- 
ology» is used by effectively 


combining senses (1) and (2) 
above reflecting the way otf 
looking at the world, of the 


Ethiopian national.and class. 


oppressing strata, Wolde Ma- 
riam best manifestes the bla- 
ming the victim aspect of that 
ideology. Thus the  historical- 
ly complex national and social 
problems within the Horn oí 
Africa are analyzed in terms 
of the deficiencies of the victi. 
ms of colonialism — in this 
case «Somalia and the Soma- 
lis». Somalia is blamed for 
all the problems that have fe- 
stered and are now exploding 
within the former Ethiopian 
Empire accordingly, Mesfin 
Wolde Mariam offers an extra- 
ordinarily simple formula for 
resolving the confilets: chan- 


ge the victims, in this instan- 


ce, the Somalis must change 
their «abnormal psychology». 
The Somalis are portrayed as 
«deprived children» who have 
deficiencies that have not al- 
lowed them to «mature». In 
his world-view, wolde Mari. 
am depicts the victims of co- 
lonial oppression and those 
who militantly assists them in 
their struggle, as strange, ab- 
normal, different — in other 
words, as barbarians and sava- 
ces Asly form of racism perva- 
des his trenchant pamphelt. He 


tries to disguise this by ador- 


ning it with sings of valid sch- 
olarship, figures and statistics, 
tedious quotations, copious fo. 
ot notes, pretentions use of 
scientific terminology (some ог 
this crudely snatched from 
Marxist Leninist writings). — 


Mesfin Wolde Mariam screams 
at the world, asking interna. 
tional opinion to focus on the 
need to-revamp and revise vic- 
times, never on the necessity 
of decolonizing the Ethiopian 
Empire in order to lay a firm, 
just basis for the national re- 
conciliation of the fraternal 
peoples of the Horn. Mesfin 
Wold Mariam's publication is 
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en a патаннее 


an aspect of colonialist ideolo- 
gical warfare. The tragic fact 
is that itis mythology that 


. has poisoned certain good min- 


ds in Ethiopia and elsewhere, 
especially within certain Afri. 
can circles, the very people 
who must reject this ideologi. 
cal distortion if we are to ach- 
ieve African solutions for Af- 
rica's problems. 


ON PSYCHOANALYSING 
THE VICTIMS 


Mesfin Wolde Mariam is a 
specialist in geography. He is 
neither a psychiatrist nor a 
psychologist. Nevertheless, in 
his eagerness to throw mud at 
the Somalis, he appropriates 
and misuses psychoanlytical 
terms and thereby reveals 
himself to be an academic 
charlatan. He utilizes рву- 
chological generalisations wi- 
thout bothering to offer any 
empirical evidence for his 
conclusions; indeed, he is unab- 
le to do so and does not even 
seem to be pertubed by the 
superficiality of his «psycholo. 
gical» terminology. Listen to 
Wolde Mariam: 


«The distinction between 
the normal and the abnormal, 
difficult as it may be is discer- 
nible. One psychologist sug- 
gests that exaggeration and 
anti-social conduct, expressed 
in the legal definition dange- 
rous to himself or others may 
be the criteria that disting- 
uish the abnormal from the 
normal. | 


Somalia is suffering from an 
advanced form of group phan. 
tasy, a complex that is incom. 
patible with reality... this So- 
malian malady... is not proper- 
ly understood by the. world 
community at large and by 
Somalia’s neighbours... Soma- 
lia has not yet learnt interna- 
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tional norms of conduct... (4). 


Earlier on, he asserts that 
Somalis have the psychology 
of «tonghminded criminals». 


These and other assertions of 
wolde Mariam’s pamphlet ie- 
mind us ofFranz Fano’s insigh- 
tful observation about coioni..- 
lism seeking to be consideied 
as a «mother who unceasingly 
restrains her fundamentally 
perverse offspring from ma 
naging to commit suicide and 
from giving free rein to iis 
evil instincts. The colonial 
mother protects her child 
from itself, from its ego, and 
from its physiology, its biolo- 
gy, and its own unhappiness 
which is its very essence» (6). 


Wolde Mria’s pamphlet rep- 
sents superficial version of M. 
Mannoni’s notorious book Pros- 
pero and Caliban: The Psycho. 
legy of Colonization. Aime Ca- 
saire once made the following 
critical comments with regar- 
ds to Mannori’s applogy for 
colcnialism: 


«As for M. Mannoni... Follow 
him step by step through the 
ins and outs of his little con- 
juring tricks, and he will pro- 
ve to you as clear as day that 
colonization is based on psy- 
cholcey, that there are in this 
world groups of men who, for 
unknown reasons, suffer from 
what must be called dependen- 
cy complex, that this is the 
case with most of the colon. 
ized peoples and with the Ma- 
dagascans in particular. 


Away with racism! away with 
colonialism! They smack too 
much of barbarism. M. Man- 
noni has something better: 
psychoanalysis... the most 
down.at.heel cliches are re.so. 
led for you made good and 
new; the most absurd preju. 
dices are explained and justi- 
fied; and, as if by magic, the 
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moon is turned into the green 
cheese». (7) 


Mesfin Wolde Mariam is ob- 
viously a pupil, albeit not.so- 
bright, insert of M. Mannoni, 
so let us proceed with Aime 
Cesaire's remarks: 


«Don't let the subtleties of 
vocabulary, the new termino. 
logy, frighten you! You know 
the old refrain: «The Negroes- 
are-big-children». They take 
it, they dress it up for you, 
tangle it up for you, tangle it 
up for you. The result is man- 
noni... (Come on you know how 
it is: These Negreos can’t even 
imagine what freedom is. They 
don’t want it, they don’t dem- 
and it. It’s the white agitators 
who put that into their heads. 
And if you gave it to them, 
they wouldn’t know what to 
do with it}». 


Cesaire goes on to make a 
telling point: 


«If you point out to M. Man. 
noni that Madagascans have 
nevertheless  revolted several 
times since the French ocupa. 
tion and again recently in 
1947, M. Mannoni, faithful to 
his premises, will explain to 
you that is purely neurotic 
behavior, a collective madness, 
a running amok; that moreo- 
vcr, in this case it was not 
a question of the Madaga. 
seans' setting out to conquer 
real objectives but an «ima- 
ginary security», which 
obviously implies that the op. 
pression of which they com- 
plain is an imaginary орргеѕ- 
sion» (8) 


Similarly, Mesfin Wolde 
Mariam labels Somali strugg- 
les for self-determination and 
unity, «sheer insanity». Accor- 
ding to his «psychcanalytical» 
reasoning, this perverted psy- 
chology of Somalis makes. 
«Somalia dangerous to friend 
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and foe alike». (9) His anti. 
historical approach allows him 
to allege that Somalis are not 
struggling for real socio.poli- 
tical objectives, he  portrays 
them suffering an «imaginary 
malady». Like Mannoni in the 
case of the Madagascans, Wol- 
de Mariam sees in the Soma. 
lis a dependency complex sui. 
ted for colonization. Rejecting 
the Somali claim that they 
were «brutally divided by co- 
lonialists», Wolde Mariam go- 
es on to assert that the Soma. 
lis «were so available and wil- 
ling to give themselves, their 
country and their territory to 
a company and when there 
was no sign of resistances, the. 
re was no need for brutality.» 
(10) At another point he procla 
ims: «After the Second World 
War, defeated Italy returned 
to her former colony of Soma- 
liland, against Ethiopia's stro- 
ng protest, as a United Na. 
tions trusteeship administeri- 
ng power. But the people of 
the former Italian Somaliland 
once again accepted Italian 
authority  sheepishly for ten 
years more.» (11). We see a 
concrete illustration of the po- 
ints made by Fanon and Cesa- 
ire above: Imperial Ethiopia 
acting as a mother bent on 
protecting a perverse people 
whose very nature condemns 
them to welcome colonial bon- 
dage «sheepishly»- 


Given such premises, Soma. 
lis cannot wish to be free and 
united. National liberation mo. 
vement in Africa and elsewhe- 
re, in at one point led to the 
birth of nationalist parties a- 
gitating for national indepen- 
dence. Indian history gives 
the example of the Indian 
National Congress, led by Gan- 
dhi and Nehru; in the former 
Gold Coast colony (now Gha- 
na), Kwame Nkrumah led the 
Convention People's Party. Si. 
milar parties sprang up else- 
where in colonized Africa . . 
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in Somalia, the Somalia Youth 
League was formed in 1943 tc 
channel Somali struggles for 
independence and unification. 
Let us recall Cesaire's sarcas- 
tic remarks: «These Negores 
can't even imagine what fre- 
edom is . . . It's the white agi- 
tators who put it into their 
heads» (12). Listen to Mes. 
fin Wolde Mariam: «Somalia 
was impregnated by British 
imperialism with the idea of 
Greater Somalia. The British 
had also organized and trained 
the leaders of the Somali Yo. 
uth League which they hoped 
be the mid-life». (13). 


Wolde Mariam goes on to 
make the horrendous charge 
that the «White agitator» who 
put the concept of self-deter- 
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mination into «his anthropo- 
logical subjects — the Soma. 
lis», is none other than the 
British social anthropologist 
І. М. Lewis (14). Wolde Магі. 
am briefly refers to a lecture 
on «the genuine principle of 
self-determination» that  Pro- 
fessor I. M. Lewis is supposed 
to have delivered at the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow in 1964. 
What were the circumstances 
surrounding the lecture? 
What was the composition oi 
the audience at the lecture? 
Wolde Mariam is silent on the- 
se and several other issues. 
His reference to LM. Lewis’ 
lecture on self-determination 
is simply meant as camouflage, 
it is intended to tantalize the 
naive reader in order to facili. 
tate his malicious conclusion: 
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«The demonstrable truth . is 
that with advisors like Profes- 
sor Lewis whose knowledge of 
the United Nations and inter- 
national law is abysmally and 
pathetically poor, Somalia is 
certain to make the region 
unstable.» (15). The conclu- 
sion is arrived at by means of 
ascription of motives and ef- 
fects. Like every other point 
in the pamphlet, nothing is se- 
riously and rationally argued; 
conclusions are merely infer- 
red from the presentation of 
juxtaposed quotations and the 
existence of a distorted textu- 
al context. 


Part II of this critique will 
continue in the next issue of 


Halgan. 
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— October Revolution An- 
niversary Parade. 





— Fighting sand dunes ex- 
pansion that were thre- 
atening one of the most fer- 
tile areas of Somalia 





à — Small Boy fully partici- 
pating in a self-help scheme. 
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— Girl students in fuil com- 
bat uniform ....... To defend 
motherland 





— Drougth stricken noma 
ds... resettled in agriculiu 
ral and costal areas, 
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— Serious at work.. 
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The Flowers of The Revolution: 


Tomorrow's Hope. ` 
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